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406 Jersey Day Raises Funds for BackPack Meals and Food Pantries in School District 2

For Immediate Release: February 6, 2023: The Education Foundation for Billings Public
Schools will host 406 Jersey Day on Friday, February 10, 2023. The event is a fun way for schools
and businesses to raise money to support some of School District 2’s most critical programs
while also showing support for a favorite team, be it sports or other activities, by wearing the
team shirt on Friday ahead of the Super Bowl.

“BackPack Meals, Teen Pantries and Elementary Pantries are some of the most important
programs the Foundation supports for Billings Public Schools,” explained Kelly McCandless,
Executive Director of the Education Foundation. “More than 350 elementary students receive
BackPack Meals on weekends and school breaks as well as evening meal support through the
elementary pantries, while 350 middle and high school students access food and hygiene items
from the pantries each week.”

The number of students served is up by over 150 students this school year with nearly 700
students seeking support through the programs every week. As the demand for these
programs continues to grow, so do the costs. BackPack Meals, which provide two breakfasts
and two lunches per package, have increased in cost over the last year, from $4.25 per package
to $5.25+ per package.

“While the cost is still very low for the amount of food offered, increased costs strain the
program,” noted Nikki Dolan, Food Insecurity Program Coordinator for the Foundation.
“Providing these services ensures students have access to shelf stable, nutritious and easy to
prepare foods, while also maintaining their dignity with discreet access to the services
provided.”

Both programs are managed by the Education Foundation for Billings Public Schools and are
100% donor supported. “As the need for this program grows, the Foundation is committed to
ensuring its sustainability,” McCandless said. “Community support through events like this
helps ensure we can continue these programs into the future.”

One community supporter is Qdoba, which will donate 30% of all sales from February 10, 2023
to support the Food Insecurity Programs. Other businesses participating in the event include
First Interstate Bank, Billings Chamber of Commerce, Wild Birds Unlimited, Buffalo Wild Wings,
the Children’s Clinic, Billings Association of Realtors, Stockman Bank, Stewart Title, Morning Star
Senior Living, Berkshire Hathaway, Rocky Mountain Bank, Cushing Terrel, Altana Federal Credit
Union, Desert Mountain Broadcasting, Western Security Bank, and First Federal Bank and Trust.
All Billings Public Schools participate as well. Businesses interested in participating may contact
the Foundation at foundation@billingsschools.org.
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Donations can be made at https://givebutter.com/23JerseyDay, by texting “406jersey” to 53-555
or by mailing your donation to:
Education Foundation for Billings Public Schools
Attn: 406 Jersey Day
415 N. 30th St.
Billings, MT 59101

If you have questions or would like to request an interview, reach out to Kelly McCandless at
mccandlessk@billingsschools.org.

###

The Education Foundation for Billings Public Schools provides support to educators and students
through philanthropy, connection, and collaboration. We strive to give all students the tools they
need to reach their greatest potential and to develop into engaged and productive citizens. The
Foundation works in cooperation with the public school system, but operates independently.
Through endowments, scholarships, grants, and specific projects, the Foundation provides
opportunities and resources for students and educators in Billings Public Schools to promote
excellence in education.
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